CHALLENGES TO INDIAN
DEMOCRACY

We are proud to be the larpesi demeocracy in the world. For more than sixiy-
five years we have witnessed the conduct of seocessful elections, peaceful
changes of government at the Centre and in the Stales, people exercising
freedom of expression, movement and religion. India has also been developing
and transforming economically and socially. At the same lime we, quite often,
listen complains aboul prevalent mequalities, injustice or nen-fulliliment of
expecttions of certain sections of (he society, These people do not feel
themselves participative in the democratic process. You may ask why it is so.
You have already read in earhier unit that democracy means ‘government ol the
people, for the people, and by the people’. It means democracy is not limited
Lo just a process of election, but also tulhilling social and econonme asprations
of the people. In India we keep on debating these varous aspects of democracy
and its achievements and challenges. For a better understanding ol the same,
we discuss this in this lesson,

@ OBJECTIVES

Alter studying this lesson, you will be able Lo

o understand the meuning ol demoeraey in its different aspects;
e dppreciate the intraduction and devetopment of democracy i India;
o identily major problems and challenges being faced by Indian democracy;

® recognize the corrective measures [or improving the Indian democratic
system; and

o explain the roles of citizons in making an efficiont and successtul democracy.

23,1 UNDERSTANDING DEMOCRACY

Let us begin with understanding the meaning of democracy and the conditions
Phat are ensential for its sucessstul lunctioning. This will help us in appreciating
the challenges to Indian democracy,
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23.1.1 Meaning of Democracy

Long hack, former President of the United States of America, Abraham Lincoln
said, “Democracy is a government of the people, for the people, and by the
people.” 'The lerm “demacracy” comes from the Greek word demokraria which
means “rule of the people”. It was coined from two words: demos that means
“people” und Kraras which refers o power”. Thal is, in a2 democracy the power
rests with the people. This meamng is based on the experiences of the
governments that existed in some of the Greek city-statis, nolably Athens. And.
today also, democracy is defined as a lorm ol government in which the supreme
power is vested in the people and exercised by them divectly or imndirectly through
a system ol representation usually involving periodic free elections. When you
examing the delinitions of democracy, as suggested above, you will find that
most of those defimtions define democracy as a form of government which is
i by the elected representatives.

This statement defines democracy in the politeal context, bt should democracy
be delined only in the political context? Does this concept not have equal. if not
maore, relevance, in the socd context or even in relation o sefl in our duily hie?

*\ ACTIVITY 23,1
Democracy hus been defined in many ways. Bryce believes that “Democracy

really means nothing more or less than the rule of the whole people, expressing
thewr Sovereign will by their voles™.

Maclver observes, “Democey is nol i way of governing, whether by majority
oF otherwise, but primarily o way of determining. who shull govern. and broadly
o what ends™,
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Wihich aspect of demacracyis reflecied in these defimitions, political, social or self?
You have seen above (hat in the present age democracy is just nol hmited 1o
political democracy. It means more than a mere form of government. In its
comprehensive form, democracy means, or ought to mean, (i) a form of

government, (i) a type of state, (iti) a pattern ol social system, (1v) a design Notes

of economic order, and (v) a way of life and callure. Therefore. when we say
that India is a democracy, we mean not only that its political instifutions and
processes are democratic but also thal the Indian society and every Indian citizén
is democralic, reflecting basic democratic values of equality. liberty, fraternity.
secularism and justice in the social environment and individual behaviour.

*\ ACTIVITY 232

Aunil, a post-graduate student, lives in a joint family. His grandfather has fixed
the marriage of one of his sisters whe is 13 years old. The groom is I8 years
old and is studying in class X1 Neither Anil nor his parents who are officers
in the State government are in favour of this decision. But no one is able 1o assert
the opinion, nor does his grandfather consult any one of them. Do you think there
is democracy in Anil's lanuly? Whieh of the following statements do you
consider are relevant and which are not relevant in this case and why?

I. The decision in respect ol the marrigge of his sister al the age of 13 s
undesirable, illegal and unethical,

2. The decision has been taken hy the head of the family alone without
consulting the girl whose 1ifé is going o be alfected or other members of
the Famity. The decision was taken as is being done traditionally since ages.
This indicates that the social condition is undemaocratic,

3. The individual behavior of other members of the family s undemocratic, as
they have not expressed their opinion, even though they do not approve the
decision.

23.1.2 Essential Conditions For Democracy

A system can be termed as o genuine and comprehensive democracy only when
it fullitls both political and socio-economic aspects of people’s participation s
sutisfuction. Lel us wdentily those, There may be two major categories: (a)
political conditions, and (b) sociud and economic conditions — the Tulfiliment of
the first leads W politieal democracy and the second as social democracy.

Obviousty, the liest and the foremost, are political conditions of democracy. It
is essential that for a system (o be democratic, we must adopt o Constitution
and laws thit vest supreme power in the people. The human nghis and
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fundamental rights. such as equality. liberty of thought and expression. befief,
movement, communication and association must be protected by the Constitution.
The democratic system has (o have universal adull franchise as the basis of
electing representatives at various levels of the government Moreover,
opportunities for political participation of all the citizens nol only in elections
at regular interval, but also in other aspects of the political process have to be
made available. There has to be a responsible government in which the executive
is answerable lo the legislature, the legisiature to the people and the Judiciary
to remain independent. Political instifutions hke pohitical parties and inferest and
pressure groups fassoCciations, Various m:-n-govm'mmnﬂl mgmnﬁm} Frtiss be
funclional for expressing popular needs, demands and grievances. A democralic
system is strengthened it it maintains an enlightened public opimon in its vanous
forms through free press and other communication processes. Political democracy
is thus one¢ which incorporates all the above political tras. Can you think of
a few more essentials of democracy, especially in the contexi of the ideas
discussed in the previous: lessons?

You may also be interested in knowing the sectal and economic conditions of
democracy. A democratic system has (o ensure thal the social development is
in fune with demoeratic vatues and norms reflecting equality of socral status and
ppportunities for development, social secunty and social wellare, Citizens mus!
avail opportunities ol universal and compulsory education. They must also be
enabled Lo wtiize means of evonomic development. The frnts of economic
development must reach all and especially 1o the poor and the deprived sections
of the society, Socio-gcopomic development of the people strengihs social
democracy.

Think over the situation e Indha and identity at least two political and secio-
economic conditions that are present and two that are pol peesend in Indian
dethocracy. List the same an the able shared below. One example has atready
been done for you,

L':m&ilium Category Present/Absent
=== e ——— - issSmapes—
Fyual pay for equal work | Socio-economie Absent
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 23.1
1. What do you mean by political democracy?

2. Do you think. the definition ol democracy is incomplele unless it is defined
in social and individual contexts as well? Give reasons for your answer.

3. Write al least two essential conditions of political and social democracy.

23.2 CHALLENGES TO INDIAN DEMOCRACY

Since independence India has been functioning as a responsible democracy. The
same has been appreciated by international communify. It has successfully
adapted to the challenging sitnations. There have been free and fair peniodic
elections for all political offices from the panchayals lo the President. There has
been smooth ransfer ef political power from one polibcal party or set of pohical
purties o others, both at national and state levels on many occasions. You will
find many examples in our neighbouring countries like Pakistan, Myanmar and
even Bangladesh where transter of power has been done (hrough military coups.

The legislative, executive and judicial organs have been functioning property,
The Parliament and the State Legiskatures control the Execuatives effectively
through the means hike guestion hours, elc. More importantly, some significant
enactments like the Right to Information (RTT Act 2005, Right o Education
2009 and other wellare means have empowered the people. The mass media,
ingluding: print and electronic, have full awonomy and play a key role in
formulating and influencing public opinton. Significant social change has taken
place in almeost all walks of life and the nation i moving ahead on course of
socio-¢conomic development,

India is a very lugge country full of diversities - linguistically, cullurally,
religiousty. At the time ol independence it was economically underdeveloped.
There were enormous regional disparities, widespread poverty, illiterucy,
unemployment, and shortage of almost all public wellare means. Cilizens had
enormous expectabions from independence. As mentioned above, India has
changed 4 lot. Yel, there are vanous challenges that the country faces in lerms
of fullitiment of expectations of various sechions of society, The challenges come
both Trom prevailing domestic and international conditions as well as lack of
bdegquide  prerequisites for o smooth functioning of democracy. These ane
discussed below,

202,10 Hblrerucy

Hiteraey among people wis o matter ol grave concern for the successful
functioning of democracy in India on the eve of independence and it stll

SOCTAL SCIENCE

MODULE - 4

Conlemporary Indix Baws
and Coak




MODULE -4 | [

Contemporary India: Issues
and Goals continues to be a major challenge. The level of education of citizens is a key

to both the successful functiomng of democracy and socie-economic development
of the country, And perhaps, more importantly, il is an essential condition for
human dignity. But the state of formal literacy was almost dismal when India
achieved independence. The literacy rate in 1951 was mere 1%.33 per cent and
female literacy was neghgible with 8.9 percent. It was, therefore, feared by many
that the citizens would not be able to play their roles effectively and exercise
their right to vote meaningFully which is an individual's expression of the power
of the people.
As you also know, this apprehension, however, has been proved wrong by the
Indian electorate over the years. In spite of a substantial number of them being
illiterates, they have demonsirated maturity in the exercise of thewr right [© vole
on more than one occasion thus resuliing peacelil transier of political power
since independence. The Indian National Congress under the leadersiip of Ms.
Indira Gandhi was very popultar and powerful during the early part of 1970s.
Butin 1977 generil election, the people of India rejecied her pnmanity because
of the misuse of power during emergency n 1975-1977 and provided an
ppporiunity o the lirst non-Congress government al the Centre in form of the
Janata Party. Alter that there have been changes in the governments both af the
Centre and 1n the States almost regularfy.

Challenges to Indian Democracy

Figore 202 ¢hurdpen Sty Fafucation

Literucy is nécessary not simply for enabling citizens o participate in elections
and exercise their right 10 vole effectively, it has other important imphications
s well, Literacy enabley citizens (0 be aware of various issues, problems,
demands, and interests in the couniry. It also makes them conscious of the
principles of liberty and equality of all and ensures that the representatives
elected by them truly represent all the interests in the society. Universal lileracy
is theretore & must for the successiul functioning of Indian democracy. Although
uccording 1o 2011 Census, the Hiteraey rate has risen (o 7404 per cent, the female
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literacy rale is still lageing at 65,46 per cent. This means that over one-fourth
of the country’s population is still illiterate while among women nearly one out
of three is not fiterate. If the children have access o basic education. the problem
of illiteracy can be checked. Recently, the Right to Education 1s provided as
a fundamental righl. We hope thal this will help the cause of educaiing the
children universally.

23.2.2 Paverty

It is generally said that for a hungry person right lo vole does not have any
meaning, For himvher the first requirement is food. Thevefore, poverty is
considered as the greatest bane of democracy. Tt is, in Fact, the ot cause of
all kinds of deprivations and inequalities. It is the state of denial of epportunities
to people to lead a healthy and fulfilling life. OF course, India inherited poverty
Irom the long exploilative British colonial rule, but it continues to be one of
the gravest problems today, Even now a considerable proportion of Indian
population lives below poverty line. called “BPL'. The poverty line means an
income level below which human beings cannot provide for their basic
necessifies of food, much less for clothes and shelter. The governmental
definition of poverty line during the 1960s sought 1o measure the extent of
poverty on the amount of income required to purchase a barest minimum
desirable lood having nutritional standards ol caloric intake by a person.
According to il, in Indian conditions, a person in rural areas needs an average
ol 2400 galories per day and in urban areas an aversge of 2100 calonies per
day in order 10 keep himselfl above the poverty line.

During the 19908 non-food ilems like clothes, employment, shelter, education,
ete: gol included in the delinition of poverty,

Figare 83 Poverry i dhw micighboprtoist of afflicace
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JRLDMLE 1)

Poverty in the conlemporary phase is linked with systemic deprivation of rights.
It is also associated with the noton of Human Development Index (HDI) as
championed by Mabud-ul-Hag and Amartya Sen. Viewed from the HDI
perspective, the definition of poverty also includes socio-ecomomic-political and
human rights issues under 1ts ambii.

ratio 1o be 28.3 per cent in rural areas. 25.7 per cenl in urban areas and 27.5
m%hhwmn%m%hﬁmmikm
of 182 countries of the world by Human Development Report 2009 of the
,_mmmmmwmﬂm

The persisting phenomenon of poverty is altnbuted t© many factors, one of
which is mass unemployment and under-employment A large number of people
in rural areas do not have regular and adequate work. In urban areas also the
number of educated unemployed is very high. The growing population is
reparded as & reason for poverty. though population is considered as the preatest
resource in the country. In fact, Ihe process of economic development has not
been able (0 ensure soctal justice and gap between nich and poor has not been
bridged. Because of all this. poverty continues to remain a greal challeage (o
Indhian democracy.

Chaflenses to Indian Democracy

23,23 Gender Discrimination

Biserinmnation aganst gicks and women exists i every walk of hife. You musi
hitve had such experiences of prevailing gender inéquality in our society and
polity. But we know that gender equality is one of the basic principies of
demaocracy. The Constitution of India enjoins wpon the State 0 ensure that men
aid women are treated a8 equals and there is po discrimanation against women.
Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties as well as the Directive Principles
ol State Pohey make these intensions very clear.

Flgure 204 Busgtiser aoterg. Boeockodid Clones amid Sem gy e S bl
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But the discrimination against females continues 1o be a fact of fife. It is clearly and Goaks
reflected in the sex ratio. child sex ratio and maternal mortality rate. The number
of lemales in comparison to males has been declining ever since 1901 In 1901,
the sex ratio was 972 females per 1000 males. It came down to 927 females
per 1000 males in 1991. According Lo 2011 Census i is 940 females per 1000
males which is still very unfavourable to females. In some of the States, the 2011
Census reported a very low sex ralio of 877 females per 1000 males (Haryana),
the lowest being 618 in Daman & Diu and 866 in the NCT of Delhi.

The child sex ratio is a matter ol greater concern. According to 2011 Census,
the child sex ratio (0-6 years) in India is onty 914 female childron per 1000 male
children. This is lower than the 2001 Census which reported child sex ratio of
927 female children per 1000 male children. It has been declining because of
several lactors, like the prevailing preference for male child. discriminatory
treatment against the girl child right after birth, and (he increasing incudence of
female infanticides and female foeticides. By using technology. people ase
forcing mothers o get the fetus of & female child aborted. The infani mortality
rate among girl children is high, as compared to that among boy chikdren. The
maternal mortality muo as per the Sample Registration Sysiem 2004-06 is 253
per lakh live births, which is consudered very high.

@ e

Sonu Khatun is a native of Assam. She is one of the increasing number of bridges
geting married in Huryana. Haryana has an unfivourable sex ratio between men
and women. The Red Cross Society of India which campaigns against the female
infunticide and loeticide in the country in bne of its reports in 2000 poinied o
thut al least 100 brides were brought into Bhiwani, one of the 21 districts of
Haryina,

(Adupted from the print edition (International) Phe Evonomist, 4 March,
201h

Read the case staded above and answer the [ollowing questions:

I. Why do you think Sona Khatun from Assam gol marned in Haryana?

2. Identily at least three Stites where the sex ratio is very low,

Bexides these demographic indicators, gender discrimination is very much
apparent in the context of economie und social development. The female literacy
e in India in 2001 156546 percent, whereas the male literacy rate is B2, 14
per cent, Females are discriminated in respect of both eoplovment and therr
vepresentation in public lite, No doubt, the 73 and 74th Constitutional
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Amendments, 1993 providing 33 per cent reservation of seats in Panchayati Raj
Institutions, Municipalities and Municipal Corporations have facilitated the
course of political empewerment of women. However, tradilionally women have
been subordinated in the society, which restricts their participation inevery field.
This has been true for women belonging o more or less all classes and
communities. Women Reservation Bill (providing 33 per ceni of reservation of
women in Parliament) has yet (o be passed despiie a very low ralio of women
in both the Houses of the Parlisment.

Challenges to Indian Democracy

The Women Reservation Bill was meant to increase the proportion of women
in Parliament (o provide opporiunities for equal political participation. While
most parties agree on the need for such a Bill, none of them has given it a priority.

oo i th fiev s TaRchAval TiF Btk (0 50 mor it Tleclices ta
wsmwBMnﬁmmﬂmawmwhxwm
members. The State now boasts 2 lakh women panchayat members. Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal also have 50 per cent
| reservalion for women in panchayats.

23.2.4 Casteism, Communalism, Religious Fundamentalism
The Indian democracy faces serfous challenges also from castelsm,

communalism and veligious fundamentalism. They weaken the functioning
and stability of democratic system.

(a) Casteism: The caste system which presumably onguiated in the division of
Fabour in the ancient society has become a more or less rigid group
classification, based on birth, Have you ever experienced the role of caste
in your hife and society? You will agree that the most detrimental and
inhiuman aspect of the caste system is the practice of untouchability which
i continuing in spiw of the constitutional ban imposed on i This has led
(o segregation of so culled low castes or “Duhis’. depriving them of
education and other social benelfits. The Dalits have been typically performing
meninl fabaur and some of the havdest physical work in society. Casteism
hiss played o negutive roke even i the democretic political processes. In lact,
cuastersm hus become notorious as & strategy of exploitstion of caste
consciousness for nurrow political gains. The casw system acts against the
roots of democracy. The democmatic [acilities - hike lTundamental rights
relling 10 equality, Treedom of speech, expression and assoCiation,
purticipation in the electoral process, free media and press. and even
legistative forums - are misused for maintaimng casteist identity.
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Casteism has also beén contribuling lowards continuation of socio-economic and Goak
inequalities. It is true that India has been an unegual society from Gmes
immemorial. The Scheduled Castes {SCs), the Scheduled Tribes (STs) and
the backward classes have suffered down the ages from socie-economic
deprivations, There are enormous inequalities in our seciety which are
posing serious challenge to Indian democracy.
Whal is miore alarming is the mixing of caste and politics resulting inlo
‘politicization of caste’ and “casteization of politics” in contemporary Indian
polity wiich has become a grave challenge [o our democracy. Despite the
era of liberalization and globalizalion casie consciousness has not been
eroded im our society and castes are being increasingly used as vole bank
mﬁﬂ‘c&

(b) Communalism: Communalism and religious lundamentalism have acquired
a very dangerous form and alarming proportion in India. They disrupt the
pattern of co-existence in our multi-religious sociely. Communahism is an
affront to India’s nationalist identily and a tragic sethack W is evobvang
secutar culture. It 1s subversive of our democratic pohitical stability and
destroyer of our glorious heritage of humanism and composite colture. Quite
often, communahsm is wrongly used as a synonym for religion of conservatism.
Adherence to a religion or allschment to a refigious community is not
communalism.

Challenges to Indion Democracy

Figuee 208 My Rilighin i the Clreuten

Although conservatism represents social backwardness, it does not mean
communalism either. As a matter of fact, communahism is an keology of
political allegiance 1o a religious community, It uses one religous community
against other communities and perceives vther religious communitios as is
enemies. 1 is opposed to secalirism and even humanism. One ol the
manitestations of communalism s communal tots. In recent past also,
communalisn has proved t be o great threal to our social and political hie
on severil occasions: Can you recollect some communal incidents that have
vecurred in the recent past?
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(©) Religious Fundamentalism
Religious [undamentalism also reinforces communatisis in exploiting both
religion and politics. In fact, fundamenialism acts as an ideology winch
advociles a return.to orthodoxy and a sinct compliance o the fondamental
tenets of religion. Religious fundamentalists vehemently oppose progressive
reformis in order o establish their exclusive control on their respective
commumbes.

23.2.5 Regionalism

Indian demoeracy has also been struggling with regionalism which is primarily

an outcome of regional disparities and imbalances in development. We all know

that India is a plural country with diversities of religions, languages. communities,
tribes and cultures. A number of cultural and linguistic groups are concentrated
in certain lerritorial segments. Although development process in the country
aims at growth and development of all regions. the regional disparities and
imbalances in lerms of differences in per capita income, fleracy rates, state of
health and educational infrastructure and services, population sifuation and
levels ol indusirial and agricultural development continue o 2xist. Exisience and
eontinuation of regional inequalities both among States and within a State create

a feeling of neglect, deprivation and discrimination. This sitwation has led o

regionalism manifested in demands for ereation of new States, autonomy of

more powers lo Stales of even secession from the country.

It is true that regionalism and sub-regionalism are unavoidable in a vast and
plural country like India. It is not abavays correct to consider every attempt (o
support or defend regional or sub-remonal interests as divisive, fissiparous and
unpitriotic, The problem begins when these interests are politicized and regronal
movemeits are promoted for plienor political motives. Such unhealthy regronal
or sub-regional patriotism is cancerous and disruptive. The continuing regional
imbalances have given nise to militant movements in certain parts of our country.
Separatist demands in Jammu and Kashmir or by ULFA (Umited Liberation From
of Assam) in Assam or by different groups i the North-Eastern region are
matters of grave concern for Indian polity.

23.2.6 Corruption

Corruption in public hte has been a major concern in India. In 2011, India was
runked 95th of 183 countries defined as corrupt in Transparency Intemational’s
Corraption Pevceptions Index (CP1), In Fact, corruption is rampant in sll walks
of life, be it land and property. health, education, commerce and industry,
apticulture, transport, police, armed forces, even religious instifutions of so-
called places of spintusl pursuits. Cormuption continues o exist m covert and
overt wiys ot whl three levels - political. bureaucratic and corporate sector. One
can see the nexus between the politicians, the bureaucrals and the industrialists
which his resulied into corruption and corrupt practices. The tentacles of
corruption have affected atl organs of government, including the judiciary,
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Figore 256 (Campaign Asainy Cospgtion

Above all, corruplion in electoral processes and bribing of voters who participate
in elections at different levels has now become a commen practice. Have you
or your friends observed this happening during eleclions in the recent past? In
recent years, various scams have been coming oul in our country in gekk
suceession, In fact, corruption is @ sign ol political instability and institntional
decay, challenging seriously the validity and propriety of governance. We &
citizens should take a vow not to indulge in corrupt practices at any level and
contribute in eliminating corruption from our country.

23.2.7 Criminalization of Politics

In recent yeurs, criminalization of politics in India has become a debatable issue.
There have been allegations that there are some elements in politics who do
nol have [ith in democratic vilues and practices. They indulge in violence and
tuke refuge in other unhealthy, undemocratic methods © win elections.
Undoubtedly, this is not a healthy wrend in politics and (here is an urgent need
o apply serious check on such tendencies.

Criminalization of politics is the very negation of democratic vadues and has no
place in a democratic set up. Democracy can be strengthened by adopting and
promoting democratic values and shunming criminal sctivities.

Recently, the judiciary, while taking a serious note of eriminal lendencies in
politics, his showed signs of adopting remedial measures (o apply i sertous
check on such elements. The Central government and many State governments
huve been laking steps w address this ssue elfectively, This is a matier of greal
sutistaction and a healthy sign for the successiul functiomng ol democracy in
our country, We, as swakened eitizens and as voters ol the largest democracy
i the world, cun also contribute by discouraging such persons who have a
crimingl background, from contesting elections,
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23.2.5 Political Viclence

Violence has been with us for jong. but use of violence for political end is
dangerous for the existence of any system. In India we have been wilnessing
various forms of violence. Communal vielence. caste violence and political
violenee in general have altained serious proportion. Communal nels are
engineered by vested interests for political. religious and economic reasons,
Caste violence in various shapes has been increasing, Desmte agncultoral
development, abolition of zamindari sysiem. and developments fike green
revolution and white revolution, there are still powerful feudal elements in the
society. A serious conthict of interests has emerged between higher and muddie
castes and 1his has led (o aggressive competition for political power wiich many
a time leads to violence.

Challenges to Indian Democracy

Flpeore 23T Progar beconang Vil

Another aspect of caste violence is the backlash of the higher custes against the
growing awareness and assertion of their rights by the Dalits and lower casies,
particulurly the Scheduled Castes und the backward castes. Dunng elections,
violence is being adopted either o mobilize volers or (© prevent them from
exercising thew right lo vole. Morcover, violence has been associated with
demands lor separate States, reorganization of States or adjustment of Stte
bounduries. Violence has also been used guite frequently during industrial
strikes, farmers’ movements, and students” agitations.

. INTEXT QUESTIONS 232

1. How do illiteraey, inequulity and poverty adversely affect the functioning of
Indian democracy?

Do you agree that the portrayal of women by popular eslertanment channels
or films depict gender diserimination” Justily with examples.

b
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3. Explain with two examples as how de casteism or communalism impact our
day to day lives and influence Indian democracy?

4. I regionalism and sub-regionalism are inseparable part of Indian democracy,
why are they considered as challenges?

5. What are the reasons for criminalization of politics in India?

6. Whal are the reasons of increase of political violence in India?

23.3 CORRECTIVE MEASURES

It is thus clear that democracy in India faces certain senous challenges. These
are causes of serious concern to all. In fact, the leadership of the freedom
movement and especially the framers of the Indian Conslitution themselves wers
very much aware of these issues. They made a number of constifutional
provisions Lo address the same. Sinece independence governments have laken
various measures to respond to many of these challonges. There have been
significant improvements in some of these, However, lots still have to be done.
For that, efforts have been going on. There is need for collaboration among
governmental agencies, polilical parties, civil society and citizens in geperal
Cerlain significant corrective measures that have been adopted and can be
initiated are as follows:

2331 Unpiversal Literaey “Edueation for Al

The significance and necessity of education for eflicient functioning of democracy
was appreciated by the framers of the Indian Constitution, Which s why, free
and compulsory education to all children up to the fourteen years ol age
continued o remain constitutional commitment in India. Vanous governments
Al national snd state levels have béen making efforts o attain this goal. As o
follow up ol the National Policy on Education 1986, o National Literacy Mission
wits 5¢L up in 1988 to plan and implement programmes for the remaoval ol
illiteracy under the plattorm, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyvan. Bul the poal of umversal
kiteracy is yel to be attnined. Currently o nation-wide programme known s
Saakshar Rharat is being implemented. I aims ol developing functional hierscy
dnd numeracy o non-literate ind non-numerite adults in the age group of fifleen
and ahove, o énable them o continue thewr learning beyond basic teracy and
desuire equivatence o fommal educational system. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
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is a flagship programme for umversalization of elementary education for children
between 6-14 years of age. Further, the Parliament of India in 2009 passed the
Rightto Education Act through which education has become a fundamental fighi
for all children of age group 6-14 years.

Challenges to Indian Democracy

23.3.2 Peverty Alleviation

From the 1970s, a number of programmes have been implemented for afleviation
of poverty in India. These programmes [all into two broad categories: (i) There
are programmes to lift beneficiaries above poverty line by providing them with
produclive assets or skills or both, so that they can employ themselves usefully
and earn greater income. (i) Programmes are also being implemented to provide
temporary wige employment for the poor and ihe landless.

In 1999, Wﬁmﬁwﬁm{ﬁ‘ﬁﬂmmﬂu
a holistic programme of micro enterprise development in rural areas with
Wmummmmmmmwfmlw
.mmﬂmMaIM”" i, l@chnol

poor, lor example, in Mathur, nvﬂh@uﬂhﬂ_. :
Nadu, l%wmﬁwma@hsﬂtwmwmuﬁﬁm&mm
by a non-goverament organization (NGO), They availed assistance under
-m&?mmarmmmwmdnmdmm
Muhalie Mandram in May 2000, The umt produces fruit squash, jam, ready-
to-serve beverages, pickle, etc. Apart from raising the economic status of
the group members, this venture has made the members more aware and they
are actively invotved in the government schemes, camps and campaigns. They
have made significant representations for ensuring provision of basic facilities
in their village and by bringing overall development of the area.

Simularly, the Fawahar Gram Sameidhi Yopana (JGSY) is a programme [or the
credtion of rural economie infrastroctuee with employment generation as a
secondary objective. The programme is implemented by the village panchayats
and since is inception it has generaded 27 crore men-days of employment cach
year. The Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS) covers 1,778 droughi-prone,
desuirt, tribul and hill area blocks. The programme was designed 1o provide
employment in the form of manual work in the lean agricultural season. The
Muhatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guoarantee Act (IMNREGA) is
being implemented to enhance the livelihood security of people in rural aneas
by garanteeing hundred days of wage-employment in a linancial year W a rural
household whose adult members volunteer o do unskibled manual work.
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23,3.3 Elimination of Gender Discrimination

It is now being recognized that the goals of democracy “of the people. for the
people and by the people™ cannet be fully realized if the female population are
not included in all ways in the processes of socic-economic and political
development. That is why, besides constitutional provisions, several laws have
been enacted. policies have been made and implemented, and institutional
reforms have been carried oul for the development of women. The 73* and
74" Amendments of Indian Constitution in 1993 are the milestones in the
process of political empowerment of women. These Amendments have reservad
one-third of the seats in the Panchayati Raj Institutions, Municipalities and
Munmicipal Corporations, Another sigmificant development has been the adoplion
ol the National Policy for Empowerment of Women in 2001, the overarching
goal of whichis o “bring about the advancement, development and empowerment
ol women.” But a lol needs to be done to atlain this goal.
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Goal and Objeetives of National Policy for Empewerment of Women,

2001

The goal of this Policy is to bring about the advancement, development and

empowerment of women, Speeifically, the objectives ol this Policy include:

(i) creating an environment through positive economic and social policies
for full development of women lo enable them o realize their full
potential;

(i) equal access to participition and decision making of women in social,
potitical and econemic lite of the nation;

(i) equal aecess W women o health care, quality education at all levels,
carcer and vocational guidance, employment, equal remuneration,
occupational health and safety, social security and public office, ete.;

(iv) strengthening legal systems aimed at elimination of all forms of
diserimination against women; and

(¥) elimination of discrimination and all forms of violence against women

and the girl child.

23,34 Removal of Regional Imbalanee

Redressing regionul imbatances has indeed been a vital objective of the planning
prociss in indin. Efforts gre on w reduce regional disparities. Hesides. the State-
specilic efforts Tor reducing intra-State regional disparities, o number of
Centrally Sponsored Progrummes have been in operation for the lust iwo to three
decades For taking care of specilic aspects of hackwardness ol such regions,
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Are you aware of any such programme being implemented in your area” Some
of the major programmes are: (i) the Tribal Development Programme. (i) the
Hill Area Development Programme, (i) the Border Area Development
Programme., (iv) the Western Ghat Development Programme. (v) the Drough
Prone Area Programme and (vi) the Desert Development Procramme.

For the development of North-Easl states, a certain percentage is earmarked
from the budgel for each developmental scheme or programme in the region.

While the development of the backward regions is a national responsibafity. the
State and the local leadershp also have sigmlicant role to play. Unless the lecal
leadership — political, bureaucratic and intellectual — resolves o usher in
development based on sharing the benelits on egalitarian basis wilh the masses.
results will be hard to come by. Resources are not the real consiraints; o is
the ‘way resources are spent thal remains the fundamental concern.

23.3.5 Administrative and Judicial Reforms

The siiccess of all the above stated corrective measures pamarily depends on
the efficient functioning of administration and independence and righieousness
of the judicial system. But on both counts, 3 lot needs 1o be done. The
performance of public administration in India has come under close scrutiny in
the last few years. Rampant corruption. mefliciencies, wastages and
irresponsiveness o the needs of gitizens are some of the commonly acknowladged
problems afllicting (he administration. No doubl. the Indian judiciary has
remained independent and neutral; there are serious problems of (i) slow disposal
of cases leading to delays as well as accumulation of backlog, and (i) very low
rate ol prosecution in criminal cases.

Administrative reforms have continuously been on the agenda of the government
ever since independence. A number of Comaissions and Commitives have been
set up in this regard. But burgaucratic reluctance 0 change has prevented the
reforms to take place in full messure. The recommendations of vanous Commissions
and Committeos focus around the need () (o make administration accountable
and citizen friendly, (i) to build s capacity for quality governance, (mi) o ofient
administration for prometing peoples” participation, decentralization and devolution
ol powers, (1v) o make admimstrative decision-making process transparent, (v)
to improve the performance and integrity of the public services, (vi) lo reinforce
ethics in administration, and (vii) (o inculcate readiness for e-governance.

Judicial reform also has been & critical concern since long. Various
recommendations have been made on many occasions. The major issues that
noed consideration in this regard are : () Simplilication of Rules und Procedures,
(B) Repeating Oul-dated Laws, (©) Increase in the Judge Population Ratio, (d)
Time-bound filling of Vacant Posts in Juchiciary, (d) Transparency in Appointmen,
Promotion and Transter of Judges, (¢) Judicial Accountability; and (f) Transparency
ol Courl Proceedings.
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23.3.6 Sustainable Development (Economic, Secial, Environmental)
Indian democracy can adequately respond Lo all the challenges when it moves
forward on the path ol sustainable development. A model of development
without taking into account the basic needs of millions, teday as well as in the
future, cannol be conducive for the survival of democracy. Development has
to be human-centred and directed towards improvement of guality of hie of all
the people. It has to be focused on removal of poverty, ignorance. discrinmnation,
disease and unemployment. The development process has to mm a! sustained
economic, social and eavironmenta!l development.
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Sustainable development is a pattern of using resources thal aims o meel
human needs while preserving the environment so that these needs ean be
met not only in the present, but also for future generations to come. The
lerm was used by the Bruntland Commission (1987) which ceined what has
hecome the most oflen-quoted definition of sustainable development as
development that “meets the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations W meet their own needs.”

. INTEXT QUESTIONS 23.3

1. Deseribe the measures undertaken lo achieve the goals of universal literacy,
paverty alleviation and remaval of gender discrimination”

b

Discuss the steps needed Tor solving the problem of regional imbalances in
India?
Whatl needs 1o be done to reform adrnistration and judiciary in Inda?

4. What is sustainable development™ How will it swengthen Indian democracy?

234 ROLE OF CITIZENS IN A DEMOCARCY

Al citizons of India, dowe really appreciate the role of o cilizen in a democracy?
Why is this role so important? Geneeally, it is helieved that the government rules
(e peoplewho have o respect the political authonty and obey it They are there
tobe governed, But don’t you think that this is not so in i democracy? The people
who arg citizens in a demoeratic system like India cannot und ought not remam
pussive and treat themselves as governed. In fuct, a demovracy can be suceessiul
und vibrant only when citizens imbibe and reflect in their mindset, thinking and
behaviour the basic values like equality, freedom, seculansm, social justie,
secountability and respect for all, They have o appreciate the opportunities for
their desired roles and play proactive roles o actualize the gouls of democracy,

SOCTAL SCIENCE




MODULE - 4

Lnnlﬁmpmurjr lndm Issues

Chaflenses to Indian Democracy

23.4.1 Appreciation of Opportunities for Citizens” Role

The opportunities as democratic citizens are available in all democracies. but
they vary from one democratic system to another. Indian demecracy i the
modern sense began after a long period of colonial rule. Although the democratic
system started just after independence in 1947, its socie-cultural settings were
and still are not in tune with the democratic cullure. India i3 a vast multz-cultural,
multi-lingual, truly plural seciety. which in many respeets still carries the
characteristics of raditionalism. Al the same lime il s Irying (o absorb the values
of modern democracy. Fven now many think that the government has o rule
and do everything, and if things are not happening in an expected manner, it
is onfy the government which is to be blamed. As you know, the democratic
government in our country is run by the representatives chosen by us. In that
sense, every eilizen is responsible for how the gevernments fumctions at different
levels: national, state and local. And hence. every citizen has o play a enitical
role and use every opportunity for doing so. As Indian citizens are we doing
ii? Let us consider. Major opporiunities for roles of citizens may be as follows;
(a) Participation

"The key role of citizens in a democracy is to participate in public life. The most
commenly observed opportunity of participation is exercising the nght o vole
during elections: And in order to vote wisely it is necessary that each citizen histens
to and Knows the views of different parties and candidates, and then makes his
or her own decision on whom to vote for. It s also leamt that in many cases
the percentage of voting is still low, The Election Commnssion is doing its best
o educate the people sboul imponance of participubion in elections.

Participation in a demovratic polity, however, is nol confined simply o
participation in elections only. A vitd form of participation comes through
membership of political parties and more importantly, active membership in
independent non-governmental arganiations, that are known as “civil society
organizations.” These organizations represent & vanety of interests of different
groups such as women, students, farmers, workers, doctors, teachers, business
owrners, religious believers, humuan rights activists.  Such orgamizations and
people’s movements help w bring political awareness about different issues
among the people,

(b1 Muking the System Accountable

Participation in the political process is not enough. Citizens have o make the
democratic system responsive and responsible. The Constitution makes (he
executive responsible (o the legiskature, but citizens are noeded 1o ensure that
the Parliamentarians, Members of State Legisiatures and their representatives
in Panchayati Raj and Municipal Institutions are sccountable, The instruments
created by the Right o Information Act. 2005 in our country enable cilizens
ko play thewr role effectively, Citizens have an obligation o become nformed
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about public. issues, (o waich carefully how heir political leaders and
representatives use their powers. and to-express their own opinons and mierests.
When citizens lind that the governmenl is nol living up lo ils promises: they
can point it out through media, make recommendations and demands accountabihity
from the government. If the government still [ails to fullill promises. cilizens
miy prolesk, carry out peaceful satyagraha, civil disobedience or non-cooperation
campaigns o make the government accountable.

(¢) Fulfilling Obligations

We should realize thal citizenship is more than votng or making the system
accountable. Many people tend to regard democracy as a system where hiterally
everything is allowed. And every person has the freedom o do whalever one
desires. This ollen leads lo a complete chaos that devastates the order of the
society rather than improving iL In that way il leads to the opposile effects of
democracy. A citizen has (0 accept that freedom is never absolute. If you have
a right to do certain things. you have also the responsibility to ensure that your
actions do mol infringe upon the rights of others.

23.5 PROACTIVE ROLE TO ACTUALIZE CORRECTIVE

MEASURES

For a successiul working of democracy, cilizens’ participation 15 & must. The
cotrective measures o meet the challenges can be actuatized only when cilizens
play a proactive role, The citizens must respect the law and reject violence, Every
Citizen must respect the rights of his or her (ellow citizens. and thesr dignity
as human beings, No one should denounce a political opponent as evil, jusi
because of holding different views, Peopte should question the decisions of the
government, but not reject the government's authority. Every group has the nghi
Lo praclice ils culture and o have some control over its own allairs, bul each
group should sccept that it is a part of a plural society and democratic state.

When you express your opinion, you should wlso Listen to the views of other
people, even people you disagree with. Fvervone has a night o be heard. When
you muke demands, you should understand that in a democracy, it s impossible
for everyone o achieve everything one wants. Democracy requires muugl
cooperation. Groups with different interests and opinions must be willing 1o sit
down with one another and negotiate, I one group is always excluded and fails
ko be heard, it may urm against democracy i anger and (rustration.  Everyone
who is willing Lo purticipate peacelully and respect the rights of others should
have some say in the wiy the country is governed.

It is also important that citizens must assert their opinion, as in & democracy nol
assorting your opinion also mesns thsd you are sgreeing with the decision which
yob may consider improper. You have seen in Activity 23,2, how members of Anil's
Family didd not assert their opimon dginst the decision of the head of the Tamly,
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*\ ACTIVITY 235
Neow that you have understood the roles a democratic citizen plays. you will find
il interesting to explore how democratic you yourself are?

Below are given some statemients in a lable, write wheiher the statements are nighi

ar W.'l'l}ﬂg.

5.No. Statement Right'W rone

.| Right Tolnformation Act, 2005 & an effective |
tool o be used by Ihe cilizens o make the
government accountable.

2. | Everyene in your society is treated equal.
whether he/she belongs o any economic or
social straly.

3 In your family, women and girls are nol
always considered equal to men and boys.

4. | You believe that you should never act in a |
way that alfects the rights of others.

5. | The system of reservations for females.
members of SCs/STTs and minonties is nol
good for Indian democracy.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 23,4

1. Whal do you mean by participation of citizens i (he democratic process?

2. Whal are the various Torums or ools avaifable o a common citizen [or
miaking the povernment accountable?

3, Fill in the Blanks:

()

()
()

{d)

If you have a right 1o do certain things, you have also ...
to ensure that your actions do pot infringe upon the ...
of others.

Citizens must respect the .. G PRJOCT ..iiiiiidiiaiasas
Every group has the right 10 pracioe M8 ... evesee W] 1O have
R s over its wwn uffxirs,

When a citizen expresses his/her ... hefshe should also

Bsten 1o the s 0F Other people.
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| WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Democracy is a form of government in which the supreme power is vested
in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system
of representation usually involving periodic free elections. However, il is
defined not onty in the political context, but also in social conlex| or even
in relation to self.

A system can be termed as a genuine and comprehensive demoeracy, a
successfully funttioning democracy, only when it fulfils certain political,
social and economic condilions. Based on the fullillment of these conditions
one can broadiy witness two types of demecracy in a given sel up — Political
Democracy and Social Demecracy.

Indian Democracy over the years has been able to articulate many of these
essential conditions, It is conirenting a number of challenges thai al imes
bring out the distortions which have crepl in and also indicate the possible
threats o ils fotore, Dliteracy, social and economie inequality, poverty,
gender discrimination, casteism. communalism und religious Tundamentalism,
regionalism, corruption, cnmmpahization, political violenee and militancy are
the major challenges that need to be addressed.

The corrective measures thal are needed to meet the challenges o Indan
democracy are locussed aronnd the issues and concerns like universal
literacy 1.e. education for all, poverty alleviation. elimination of gender
discrimination, removal of regional imbatances, admimstrative and judicial
reforms and sustained economic, sockal and environmental development.

However, Indian democracy can be suiccessful and vibrant only when s
citizens imbibe and reflect in their behavior the busic democratic values hike
equality, freedom, social justice, accountabitity and respect for all. Their
mindset, thinking and behavior are expected to be in tune with the essential
conditions of democracy, They have to appreciate the opportunities for their
desired roles like participation, making the system accountable, [ullilling
obligations, und playing proactive rolés w actualize the goals of democracy,

.| TERMINAL EXERCISES

. Deline democracy. Why democracy cannol be defined only 1w political

context’
Describe the essential conditions for i successiul democracy,

What aree the major challenges the Indian democracy faces” How these
Challenges are opportunities o make India an elfective democratic system,
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and Goals 4. Examine the trends of protest and violence in India. Why do some profests tum

into violent movements?

5. What are the significant corrective measures that are required to meet the
challenges to Indian demoeracy?

6. Discuss the expected roles of citizens in Indian democracy. especially in the
context of the experiences of Indian society and government.

7. What are the qualities that need to be reflected m an individual 1o be an
Indian citizen in true sense?

8. Write some qualities of a good citizen.

N
, ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

23.1

1. Democracy is defined as a lorm of government in which (he supreme power
is vested in the people and is exercised by them directly or indirectly through
d sysiem of representation vsually involving penodic free elections. In
essence; democracy s & form of government which is run by the elected
representatives of the people,
The detinition of democracy is incomplete unless it is defined in social and
individual contexis as well. In the present age, it means more than & mere
form of government. In its comprehensive form, democracy means, (1) a form
ol government, (i) a type ol state, (iii) a patlern ol social system, (iv) a
design of economic order, and (v) & way of life and culture. Therefore, when
we sy Indign democracy, we mean notonly that its political institutions and
processes are democratic but also that the Indian society and every Indian
citizen iy democratic, rellecting basic democratic values of equality, liberty,
Fraternity, secularism and justice in social sphere and individual behaviour.
3. A system can be lermed as a genuine democracy only when it fullils (a)
pokitical conditions as follows: (1) having 4 Constitution thal vests supreme
power in the people and protects fundamental rights, such as equality, libeny
of thought and expression, beliel, movement, commumication and association;
(1) having universal adult franchise as the basis of electing representatives:
und (iti) having a responsible government in which the executive is
answerable to the legislature and the legisisture W the people: and (b) social
andl ecomarme conditions as follows: (1) the system ensuring social development
theat i in tune with democratic vatues and norms rellecting equality of social
status, soctal security and social wellire; and (i) the system facilitating a
situation where the frunts ol economic development reach all and especially
the poor and deprived sections of the society.
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23.2

1. Iliteracy. inequality and poverty adversely affect the functiomng of Indian
democracy. (i) llliterate citizens are not able lo piay their reles effectively
and exercise meaningfully their righl o vote which is an individual
expression of the power of the people. Literacy enables citizens to be aware
ol various issues, problems, demands, and interesis in the couniry, be
conscious of the principles of hiberty and eguality of all and ensure that the
representatives elected by them truly represent all the interests in the society.
(ii) Poverty is perhaps the greatest bane of demuocracy. It is the root cause
of all kinds of deprivations and inequalities and is the state of demial of
opportunities o people (o lead a healthy and fulfilling hife.

2. Yes, the popular entertainment channels and [ilms generally depict gender
discrimunation. In fact, the serials on television channigls are reinforcing the
prevailing patriarchal system showing females playing traditional roles of
mothers, sisters, wives and daughters. 11 is true that & few of thems question
the traditional roles, but those also somehow reflect cender discrimination,

3. Caste System: The most detrimental and inhuman example of the prevailing
caste system is the practice of untouchability which is continuing in different
covert and overl ways in spite of the constitutional ban imposed on it. The
Dalits still bear the brunt of discrimingtion and deprivation. This has led 1©
segregation of so called low castes, depriving them of education and other
social benelits. The second example relates to politicization of caste system,
Casteism has become notorious as a strategy of exploilation of casie
consciousness for narrow political gains. The caste system acts againsi the
rools ol democracy, Communalisey: It disrupts guite oflen the smooth
process of co-existence in a multi-religious Indian society. Communal riots
hippening in the country since independence have boen dangerous for peace
order and social harmony, Secondly the misuse of religion by fundamentalist
people during elections and even inother sitwations has always been proved
o be counter-produclive.

4. Although devetopment process in the country ams at growth and development
ol all regions, the regional disparities and imbalances continue 10 exist
Fxistence and continuation of regional inequalities i terms of differences
in per ‘capita income, literacy rutes, stale of health and educational
infrustructure and services, population situation und levels of industrial and
agricultural development both among States and within o State create o
leeling of neglect, deprivition and discrimination.

5. The influence of nuscle power in Indian politics has been o fact of life for
d long lime. Political parties and candidates do pot hesitaw in seeking the
help of criminal elements o dominate the election scene in India. Earher
i the 1960°%, the criminals were content by covertly helping the politician
win the election so that they could in twrn get protection from him. But the
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and Goals roles have now béen reversed. It is the politicians who now bank on the suppor
of the criminals for protection.

6. Oneof the major reasons of increase of political violence has been the emergence
of serious conlict of interests between higher and middle castes as an outcome
of agricultural development, abolition of zamindari system, and developmenis
like green revolution and winte revolution. These have led o aggressive
competition for political power which many a time leads to violence. Another
reason is the backlash of the higher castes against the growing awareness and
assertion of their rights by the lower castes, particularly the Scheduled Castes
and the lowast backward castes. Moreover, violence has been associated with
demands for separate States. re-orgamzation of Stales or adyusiment of State
boundaries. As we observe, the Telangana Movement in Andhra Pradesh and
Bodo Movementin Assam often turned violent, Vielence has also been used quite
{requently during industrial sirikes, farmers” movements, students” agitations, and
anumber of other civil disobedience campaigns.

233

L. To attain the goal of universyl literacy 3 naicn-wide programme known as
Saakshar Bharat is being implemented. Moreover, the Sarva Shiksha Ablyan
is it Nagship programme for the universalization of elementary education for
children between 6- 14 years of age. Besides, the Purliament of India in 2008
passed Right o Education Acy through which education has become a
fundamental right of all children in the age group of 6-14 years. For poverty
alleviation, two Kinds ol programmes are being implemented: (i) Programmes
tw lilt beneliciaries above poverty line by providing them with productive
assets or skitls or both so thit they can employ themselves usefully and eam
greater income. and (i) Programmes to provide temporary wage employmen
for the poor and the landiess. Public Distributon System (PDS) contribuies
towards meeting people’s basic food needs, the Integrated Rural Development
Programme (IRDP) provides rural households below the poverty line with
credit o purchase income-generaling ussets, the Jawahar Rovgar Yojana
(JRY), provides more than 700 million person days of work a year. Moreover,
TRYSEM (Training Rural Youth for Sell Employment) was started to provide
technical skills to the rural youth and to help them o get employment.

2. Besides the State-specific effoets for reducing intra-State regional disparities.
a number of Centrally Sponsored Programmes have been in operation lor
the lust two o Ihree decades for luking care of specific aspects of
backwardness of such regions. Some of the major programmes are: (1) the
Tribal Development Programmie, (i) the Hill Area Development Programme,
(iii) (he Border Area Development Programme, (iv) the Wesiern Ghal
Development Programme, (v) the Drought Prone Area Programme, and (vi)
the Desert Development Programme.
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3. Foradministrative reforms, the lollowing recommendations need o be implemented: and Goaks

(i) to make administration accountable and citizen friendly, (if) to build its capacity

for quality governance, (iii) o orient admimstration for promoting peoples’

participation, decentralization and devolution of powers, (iv) 1o make administrative
decision-making process lransparent, (v) to improve the performance and

integrity of the public services, (vi) to reinforce ethics in administration. and (vii)

to inculcate readiness for e-governance.

For judicial reforms, the steps that are (o be taken are as follows: (a) Simphiication

of Rules and Procedures, (b) Repealing Out-dated Laws, (¢} Increase in the Jodge

Population Ratio, (d) Time-bound filling of Vacant Psts in Judiciary. (d) Transpasency

in Appointment, Promotion and Transfer of Judges, (e} Jadicial Accountability, and

(1) Transparency of Court Proceedings.

4. Sustainable developmenl is a pattern of resource use that aims lo meet human
needs while preserving the énvironment so that these needs ean be met not oaly
in the present, but also for the future generations. When the development is
human-centred and directed lowards improvement of guality of life of all the
people, it has to be focused on removal of poverty, ignorance, discrimnation,
disease and unemployment. All these steps will sirengthen Indian democracy,

Challenges to Indinn Democracy

234

I. Participation in a democratic polity is not confined simply Lo participation in
elections, A vital form of participation comes through membership of political
parties and more imporiantly, sctive membershap in independint non-governmental
organizations, thal are known s “civil society organizations.” Civil Society
Organizations represent a variety of intevests of different groups: women,
students, farmers, workers, doctors, leachers, business owners, religions believers
and human rights activists,

2. Citizens have o make the democratic system responsive and responsible. They
are needed to ensure that the Parliamentarians. Members of State Legishaures
and their representatives in Panchayati Ry and Municipal Institutions are
aceountable. The mstruments ereated by Right i lnformation Act, 2005 in our
country enable Citizaens (0 play their role effectively. Citizens must watch carefully
how ther political leaders and representatives use thesr powers, and o express
Lheir own opinions and intérests,

A, Fillinthe Btanks: (a) responsibility, rights: (b) law. violence: (¢) culture, control;
(ch) opinion, views.
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